
Reproduction of Effort Rubric as shown in Using Technology with Classroom Instruction  
That Works, by Pitler, Hubbell, Kuhn & Malenoski, (2007, pg. 157). 

 
Figure 8.1 

Effort Rubric 
CATEGORY 4 – Proficient 3 – Meets Standard 2 – Emerging 1 – Not Acceptable 

Class Notes I take neat notes, keep 
them neatly organized 
in a binder, and refer to 
them every day when 
doing class work and 
homework. 

I take neat notes, keep 
them neatly organized 
in a binder, and usually 
refer to them often 
when doing class work 
and homework. 

I take notes, but they 
are messy or 
unorganized; I use them 
occasionally when 
doing class work and 
homework. 

I often do not take 
notes or do not keep 
notes; I almost never 
refer to notes when 
doing class work and 
homework.   

Attention I pay attention in class, 
listen carefully to the 
teacher’s questions, and 
focus on the class work 
at least 95% of the 
time. 

I pay attention in class, 
listen to the teacher’s 
questions and focus on 
the class work 80-95% 
of the time.   

I pay attention in class 
most of the time.  If I 
am called on, I often 
know the question the 
teacher is asking.  I 
focus on the class work 
70-80% of the time. 

I am off task more than 
70% of the time, not 
listening to instruction.  
If I am called on, I 
usually don’t know the 
question, and I don’t 
focus on the class work. 

Participation I ask at least 2 
questions a day and 
volunteer at least 2 
answers a day when 
offered the opportunity, 
even if I’m not sure my 
answers are right. 

I ask 1 question per day 
and volunteer 1 answer 
per day when offered 
the opportunity, but 
usually only when I’m 
certain of being right.  

I ask 1-4 questions per 
week and offer to 
answer questions 1-4 
times per week, but 
only when I’m certain 
of being right. 

I rarely ask questions or 
volunteer answers.   

Homework I attempt all problems 
on every homework 
assignment, even if I 
think some of my 
answers might be 
incorrect.  I refer to 
class notes whil doing 
homework. 

I attempt all problems 
on homework 4 nights 
per week, even if I 
think some of my 
answers might be 
incorrect.  I usually 
refer to class notes 
while doing homework. 

I attempt most 
homework problems, 
but not those that seem 
difficult or confusing.  I 
miss several homework 
assignments each week 
and occasionally use 
notes often when doing 
homework.   

I miss many homework 
assignments and skip 
many answers, 
particularly those 
problems that appear 
long or difficult.  I 
almost never refer to 
class notes when doing 
homework.   

Studying I begin studying for a 
test as soon as it is 
announced.  I study 
class notes for at least 
10 minutes per day 
every day until the test, 
and attempt 2-3 
practice problems.   

I begin studying for a 
test 3-5 days before the 
test.  I study class notes 
for 5-10 minutes per 
day every day until the 
test, and attempt 1-2 
practice problems.   

I begin studying for a 
test 2 days before the 
test.  I study class notes 
for 5-10 minutes each 
day and do not attempt 
practice problems.  

I study for the test the 
night before only.  I 
study class notes 
sometimes and do not 
attempt practice 
problems.   
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